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During his presentation at the Milton Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual Mayor’s Breakfast on 
February 12, Town Chief Administrative Officer 
Mario Belvedere demonstrated how Milton 
is preparing for the future with plans for a 
450-acre Milton Education Village.

Mr. Belvedere pointed to the recently complet-
ed and released ‘Ontario in the Creative Age’ 
report by noted urbanist Richard Florida that 
emphasized the role of government in setting 
the stage for the economy.  Municipalities can 
play an important role by promoting higher 
education and creating opportunities for people 
to interact such as the Milton Education Village.

“This is where we think the Education Village 
is the perfect place for this to happen,” Mr. 
Belvedere claimed.  The Education Village 
will include a Wilfrid Laurier 150-acre campus, 
residential and commercial development and a 
research park focused on commercialization.

An eBook has been published by the Town that 
outlines the full extent of the Milton Education 
Village plans, expresses local support from the 
business community and defines the unique opportunities that the project presents.

Laurier has submitted an application to the province for funding.  Planning work for the 
Milton Education Village continues in 2009.
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We Can Help
If you would like us to help 
you with relocating your 
business, or to find out more 
about Milton’s advantages, 
please contact the Economic 
Development Office at 
905.878.7252, ext. 2152.
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If you are not a subscriber to 
MILTON.CA NEWS and want to 
be,  please e-mail us at: 
economicdevelopment@ 
milton.ca

Milton Education Village Adds to the Town
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Milton Not Indexing Its Development Charges

on the costs of construction over the course of 2008, was not 
passed.

This is excellent news not only for local developers and 
businesses, but also for companies interested in investing 
in Milton as their costs of development will be lower than 
projected.      

Milton was commended for its decision not to index develop-
ment charges as it clearly demonstrates to local businesses 
that the Town understands their unique challenges in the 
current global economic environment and that it can respond 
in a quick and effective manner to their needs. 

The decision not to index its development charges allows 
Milton to remain competitive with other communities and 
jurisdictions within the Greater Toronto Area and beyond in 
terms of investment attraction and business retention and 
expansion.

On April 1, Town Council ratified a motion from the 
Development Charges Committee to not index Milton’s 
development charges.  This means a 9.1% increase, based 

HOOPP Constructing New Facilities

The Town of Milton is continuing to benefit from the construc-
tion of the industrial commercial growth experienced in 2008 
in which there was a total of 1.8 million square feet of devel-
opment.  Major projects that received building permits from 
last year have commenced construction in the first quarter 
of 2009.  Some of these notable developments include 
a 110,000 square foot facility being built by Hospitals of 
Ontario Pension Plan and a 580,000 square foot facility also 
being built by Hospitals of Ontario Pension Plan as part of 
the Escarpment Way Business Centre Phase II.   

The 110,000 square foot Building “D” facility will have units 
from 5,500 square feet available for lease.  The property 
has a clear ceiling height of 24 feet, easy access to Highway 
401, and is zoned M-2 General Industrial, which permits 
outside storage.  The building will be available by summer 
2009.

The planned 580,000 Building “F” facility will be a 403,397 
square foot building that can be expanded to 580,000 square 
feet.  The building will have a clear ceiling height of 32 feet, 
excellent access to Highway 401 and is also zoned M-2 
allowing for outside storage.  The facility will be available by 
fall 2009.

For more information on these exciting new develop-
ments, click on Escarpment Way Phase II Building “D” and 
Escarpment Way Phase II Building “F” or contact Mike 
Dobson from Cushman Wakefield LePage at 905-501-6418. 

The 110,000 square foot Building D will be available by summer 2009.

Andrew Siltala, Manager of Economic Development and Linda Leeds, Director 
of Corporate Services & Treasurer attended the April 1 Council meeting 
discussing development charges.

http://www.milton.ca
http://www.milton.ca/ecodev/images/Escarpment_Way_Bldg_D.pdf
http://www.milton.ca/ecodev/images/Escarpment_Way_Bldg_F.pdf
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Ontario’s Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) and Excellence in Manufacturing Consortium 
(EMC) are helping Food Sector Manufacturers and 
Processors across Ontario to enhance their global competi-
tiveness, protect jobs and engage leading-edge professional 
peer-to-peer knowledge networks, through advanced manu-
facturing training, next generation Web 2.0 networks and 
labour pool building initiatives.

EMC’s “Food Sector Manufacturing Network” initiative 
provides peer-to-peer consortium resources, best practices 
and competitiveness strategies for Ontario’s food sector 
manufacturers and processors.

Announced recently as part of a 3-year, $4.09 million EMC 
project, this initiative strives to accomplish the following:

•	 Create an EMC Food Sector Manufacturing Network;

•	 Build an Online Food Sector Peer-to-Peer Knowledge 
Networks;

•	 Provide Food Sector Training and Internship Rebates; 
and

•	 full access to all EMC member resources and value-
added services.

A free workshop event with Doug Harper of Blommer 
Chocolate will be held from 8 to 11a.m. on May 27, 2009 
at the Milton Sports Centre.  For more information, please 
contact Bren McKeachnie, Senior Community Manager, 
EMC at 866-323-4362 or by email at bmckeachnie@emcca-
nada.org.

For more information on the Food Sector Network Initiative, 
visit www.emccanada.org/documents/emcfoodsec. For more 
information on the workshop, see the attached flyer.

Indicators Q1 2009 Year-End 2008

Unemployment Rate (Toronto CMA)1 8.80% 6.70%

Total Construction Value2 $144,837,077 $624,647,997

Residential Construction Value2 $119,986,494 $443,401,591

Industrial Construction Value2 $855,000 $114,443,320

Commercial Construction Value2 $22,244,050 $50,828,150

Average House Price3 $316,035 $344,887

Housing Permits (Units)2 575 1,900

Population Estimate2 80,000 80,000

New Industrial & Commercial Space4 146,392 1,734,010

Industrial Vacancy Rate5 7.8% 3.5%

SOURCES:

1 Toronto Economic Indicators, City of Toronto,  
March 2009, November 2008.

2 Monthly Building Report, Town of Milton 
Planning Department, Month-End March 2009.

3 Toronto Real Estate Board, Market Watch 
Report, March 2009, Mid-December 2008.

4 Economic Development Department, Town of 
Milton.

5 CB Richard Ellis Milton Industrial Market 
Report, Q1 2009.

Monitoring the Local Economy

Milton to Host Food & Beverage Sector Workshop

While overall building activity has subsided during the first 
quarter of 2009, some major construction projects have 
started from building permits submitted at the end of 2008.  

The higher industrial vacancy rate provides more opportunity 
for future business growth and investment in Milton.
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