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Barriers are required in most situations, with more robust containment required 

for patios occupying a curb lane (as opposed to a parking lane), for one-way 

roads with multiple lanes and roads posted 60 km/h. 

 

Table 1 – Patios Occupying Parking Lane (Roadside Protection Requirements) 

Characteristics Typical Layout Attenuators and 

Cushions 

Barriers 

Two-way two-lane road; 
50 km/h or less 

Options 1A and 
1B 

No requirement TL-1 MASH tested 

One-way two-lane road; 
50 km/h or less 

Options 2A and 
2B 

No requirement 
2A – No barrier required 
2B – Any type of barrier 
required. 

 

Table 2 – Patios Occupying Curb Lane (Roadside Protection Requirements) 

Characteristics Typical Layout Attenuators and 

Cushions 

Barriers 

One-way two-lane road;  
50 km/h or less 

Options 3A and 
3B 

No requirement TL-1 MASH tested 

Two-way multi-lane road;  
50 km/h or less 

Options 4A and 
4B 

No requirement TL-1 MASH tested 

Higher risk road (One-way 
multi-lane road with patio in 
curb lane or road posted 60 
km/h) 

Options 5A and 
5B 

TL-2 MASH tested Concrete barrier wall 

As noted earlier, Appendix A contains a set of typical layouts for patios in accordance 

with Ontario Traffic Manual 7: Temporary Conditions. All of the patio layouts are 

designed to meet or exceed these guidelines and are based on layouts presented in the 

manual with minor alterations. The leading edge of the barriers is to be placed on an 

angle 25 – 45 degrees to protect patrons and restaurant employees from a lateral 

impact.  

The following layouts are presented: 

50 km/h speed zone 

• Option 1A – Two-lane two-way road with patio in parking lane   

• Option 1B – Two-lane two-way road with patio in parking lane; pedestrians 

diverted onto roadway 

• Option 2A – One-way road with patio in parking lane   
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Legend of Symbols used in the Typical Layouts 

Legend

Symbol Description

Traffic Control Devices - TC-54, TC51C  

or Flexible Delineator Posts 

Sign

Barrier - MASH Test TL-1

Business Front

Patio Area

Barrier - Not Tested

Barrier - MASH Test TL-2

Attenuator/Crash Cusion
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Text Box
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STREET SIDE
PATIOS

JOHN ST

APR - OCT

JOHN ST to 
JOHN ST

TC-65
Specifications to be 

determined by Road Authority( )

Location & Distance to be 
determined by Road Authority

Temporary sidewalk to meet or exceed AODA requirementsii)

i) Barriers to be placed between 25-45 degrees upstream of patio to protect from lateral impact

Barriers installed to have minimum requirement of MASH test level TL-1 (or equivalent)ii)

WA-9

TC-40R
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7 Accessibility
It is important to consider accessibility when designing all aspects of the patio area as 
noted in the sections below.

7.1 Accessible Routes
Accessible routes must be provided through the patio area, as follows:

1) The pedestrian clearway requires 1.8 metres of space on most sidewalks, with 
wider sidewalks with higher pedestrian volumes requiring 2.5 metres.

2) To ensure the patio area does not impose a change in the direction of the 
pedestrian clearway of more than 20 degrees, the patio operator should use a 
tape measure and something to mark measurement points (pylons, chalk marks, 
etc.) to verify that this requirement is being adhered to:

3) The patio operator must provide accessible access to the patio with a minimum 
width of 1.8 metres.

4) Accessible access can be achieved through two methods, installation of a 
temporary platform or a temporary accessibility ramp10. It is the patio operator's 
responsibility to comply with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
(AODA) at all times.

5) The patio operator: 
i) Must not place patio materials in the pedestrian clearway.
ii) Must ensure the patio’s delineation has a solid base that is detectable for 

someone using a white cane.
iii) Must not use the pedestrian clearway to queue patrons awaiting their 

reservation or table.
iv) Must not place A-frame signs or other obstacles in the pedestrian clearway.
v) Must not lay electrical wires for any appliances (e.g. heaters, lights) across 

the pedestrian clearway.

7.2 Accessible Ramps
Ramps are to be used where a sidewalk and patio are separated by a curb. For a curb 
that is under 200 millimetres, the following must apply:

1) The slope of the ramp must be less than 1:10.
2) The ramp must be at least 1.8 metres wide, exclusive of flared sides.

10 Temporary platforms or decks are placed in the curb lane to provide a raised, step-free sidewalk-level 
walking and seating surface for patio patrons must conforms to the Ontario Building Code and the 
Accessibility of Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA).
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3) The ramp must be stable so that it does not shift or move when used
4) The ramp must have a surface including flared sides that:

i) Is slip-resistant
ii) Isvisible at night
iii) Has a detectable warning surface with colour (peel and stick)
iv) Has the texture that is contrasted with the adjacent surfaces (tape at top and 

bottom)
v) Has a smooth transition, less than 6 millimetres, from the ramp and adjacent 

surfaces
5) There must be space at the bottom of the ramp for someone using a mobility 

device to turn and navigate into the patio area.
6) Do not affix the temporary ramp to the sidewalk, curb edge, or road with screws, 

bolts, or other materials.
7) As shown below in Figure 10, rubber ramps are recommended over asphalt 

ramps, as rubber ramps can be easily reallocated when the furniture setup needs 
to be reconfigured.

A building permit might be required for ramps over 200mm. 

Figure 10 – Rubber ramp
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